
CHAPTER III 

THE VOLUXTEERS OF THE CIVIL WAR. 1 61-1 65 (Co~cLUDED) 

HH)IAN AFFAIR IX COLORADO TERRITORY 1 61-1 6±-GOVER OR 
EV N 'CO NCIL WITH INDIA~ CHIEF -SIT ATION AT FORT 
LYOX, D\1ER A.i.'ID FALL. 1 6±- ALL FOR VOLUNTEER AND 
ORGA~IZATION OF THE THIRD COLORADO CAVALRY YOL i -

TEER -REGil\IENT LEAVES DE?\'YER FOR FORT LYON
COLONEL CHIVINGT01 ' REPOR'l' 0)l THE BATTLE OF Al~D 
CREEK-REGil\1Er T' RET IB~ TO DE>.'VER A~D l\IUSTER 0 T
H01\1E GUARD COl\IP A..i\/IE NO'S. 1 AXD :2-SERVICE OF THE 
COLORADO VOL NTEERS. 

Before taking up the hi tory of the remaining regiment (the 3rd Cavalry) 
of Colorado Volunteer let us review briefly the condition of affair in Colo
rado Territory at thi time with re pect t"o the Indians. On February 1 , 
1 61, at Fort Wise, Colorado Territory, (later Fort Lyon, . T. ), Arapahoe and 
Cheyenne Indian chief made a treaty with the United 'tate government which 
ceded all the territory claimed by the outhern branche of these tribe · except a 
triangular tract bounded on the w·e t. practically, by meridian 2 ° 30' we t of 
\-V ashington, on the north-ea t by the Big andy, and on the outhea t by the 
Purgatoire. The treaty al o tated that the tribe were very de irou of adopting 
an agricultural life, made the nece ary proYisions for uch a change, and finally 
proYicled that right of way should be had acros their lands for ''all roads and 
highways laid out by authority of law " . 'l'hi treaty was at once repudiated by 
the warrior.· of the hrn tribe. who wanted no railroads built through their land 
because it would inevitably drive off the buffalo and other game, and they threat
ened to kill their chief if the treaty was not abrogated. When the building of 
the Kan a. Pacific railroad ,-ms begun directly through their country the ho tile 
feeling "-a greatly inten ifiecl, and the chief of th e two tribe did not dare to 
enforce the provision of the treaty on their follo,Yers. 'l'his cau eel trouble ''"ith 
the white , and the heyennes began committing minor offen. e. in the ummer 
and fall of 1 61. No punishment wa meted out for the e offen e , and, gradually 
growing bolder. talk of open war with the white. began to be heard throu(}'hout the 
tribe. Governor Evan endeavored to treat with the Cheyennes but without 
ucce , and during the winter of 1 63-1 6-! word wa received from ·pie in the 

Indian camps that a coalition was being formed among all the plain tribes to 
drive the white: out of the country. The correctne. s of thi information wa 
fully exemplified in the pring and summer of 1 6-! when the \.rapahoe. , hey
enne , Comanche , Kiowa , and Sioux took the war path and engaged in active 
ho tilitie . 'tage were attacked, emigrant trains cut off, settlement raided. 
and the whole territory terrorized. The OYerland train . . on which the . ettle
ment depended for their supplie . "ere deterred from cro ing the plain , and 
famine became an impending menace. Isolated families were attacked, the men 
murdered. and the women carried off to a fate "-or e than death it elf.1 On 
June 1-!. 1 6-!, the Governor applied for authoritr to call the militia into the 

1 An example o f Indian warfare was brought h ome to the people of Denver by the at 
tack on the Hungate ranch o n Running Cr eek abou t thirty miles south-eas t of Denver on June 
11, 1 64, in which Hungate a nd M s entire fami ly w e r e murde r ed and scalped. Their mutilated 
bodies were brought to Den,·er and whe n exhibited. h o rrified the ci tize ns and ca lled forth de
mands for revenge. Scor es of men who were afterwards to fo rm a part of the Third Cavalry 
Yiewed the bodi es-and r emember ed. The massacre of the Eubanks family a nd the carrying off 
of ~Irs . Euba nks into the h orror s of Indian capti\· it)· o<:curred also during thi period. 

(2 ) 
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United State en-ice or to rai e a regiment of one hundred day ' volunteer . 
Neither of these reque t \\ere granted, and on Augu t 11 be wa forced to i sue a 
proclamation calling upon the people of the territory to organize for elf-defen e. 
Thi resulted in the formation of eYeral companie w·hich \\ere considered effectiYe 
enough to protect the ettlement but not to puni h the Indian nor protect the 
tage and train. . In the meantime GoYernor Evan had reque ted the \Var 

Depal'tment to send troop. to protect the territory from the Indian . but the 
eriou ne s of affair in the Ea t precluded thi . and in beer desperation he again 

entreated the Secretary of War for authority to rai e a regiment of one hundred 
clays' volunteer . which after ome delay. w·a granted . 

Colonel ChiYington. commanding the di trict of Colorado, meanwhile had 
made every effort with the . mall force at this clispo al to protect the ettlement 
and train , but without reinforcements hi ta k was well-nigh hopeless, and, at be t, 
all he could hope to do wa protect the more important ettlement and let the 
outlying one look after them. eh·es. On the 1 t of eptember, 1 6-! the Indian 
agent at Fort Lyon received a letter from Black Kettle, Cheyenne chief, in which 
the ubject of peace negotiation and exchange of pri. oner \\as broached. Thi 
letter wa a Yirtual acknowledgement of the ho tility of the Cheyenne . and of the 
rnriou outrage that had been perpetrated by this same tribe. H O\\eYer, "inter 
wa coming on , and ina much a. the~- had gathered much plunder and calps during 
the ummer' · depredation. it wa. no" high time to make peace, particularly o 
ince they bad been informed of the rai. ing of more troop to curtail their 

acfrvitie . .A conference wa arranged a. a re ult of the letter. and on the 2 th 
of September Black Kettle and other chief met Governor Evans at Camp ·w eld , 
Denyer, in a formal council. 

The upshot of the council 
was that it achieved noth
ing definite. Governor 
EYan told the Indian 
that hi previous effort to 
treat with them had met 
filth scorn and contempt 
and the matter had now 
been turned over to the mil
itary and was out of bi 
hand . The governor hav
ing thu di po. eel of the 
affair, Colonel ChiYington, 
to whom it ,-rn. relegated, 
declared his intention ' a 
follo\I". : ''I am not a big 

Indian Chieftains Arriving in Denver. September, war chief. but all the ol-
1 64, for Council with Governor Evans dier. in thi countrY are at 

my command ; ~v rule 
of fighting white men or Indian i. to fight them until they lay do'ni their arm 
and submit to military authority. They-the Indian.-are nearer to :Jiajor ·Wyn
koop than any one el. e, and they can go to him "·hen they get ready to do that ... 

Black K ettle returned to bi encampment on the Arkan as, and later, accord
ing to the evidence of fajor Wynkoop and Colley before the Committee on the 
Conduct of the War, moYed hi: entire village near Fort Lyon and placed himself 
under the protection of the military. HoweYer, :J'.Iajor Anthony te tified before 
the same committee that "hen he arrived at Fort Lyon to relie-.;-e )fajor Wynkoop 
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he found only Left Hand and Little Raven and their bands of .1:l..l'apalwes number
ing in all about ix hundred people encampe l about a mile away from the po t. 
Quoting from fajor .Anthony's te timony, '' I talked with them, and they 
proposed to do whateYer I ·aid. I told them I could not feed them becau e there 
' ere po itive order a.,.ain. t it. nor would I permit them to come into the po t. At 
the same time they might remain where they were and I would treat them a. 
pri oner of war if they remained, but they mu t a such pri oner of war first 
urrender all their arm and turn owr all . tolen property * * * ''. The. e term: 

the Indian accepted, but on the turn-in of arm they merely turendered a fev• 
worthle firearm that they had no u e for, and the tolen property returned 
amounted to ome hrenty head of tock, mule. and hor e . They then left their 
encampment near the post and Little RaYen and hi band mowd to Camp Wynkoop 
and Left Iland with about forty of hi baud joined Black Kettle at hi encampment 
on Sand Creek thirty-fiye to forty miles north-ea t of Fort Lyon. 

Map of a part of South-east Colorado-1. Fort Lyon. 2. The Sand Greek battlefield. 
( fap, courtesy of State Highway Department, Colorado). 

Continuing 1\fajor .Anthony' te timony we learn,'' .A delegation of Cheyenne , 
numbering. I uppo e fift~- or sixty men, came in ju t before the .Arapahoe left 
the post. I met them outside of the post and talked with them * "'' * I told them I 
had no authority from department headquarter to make peace with them. that I 
could not permit them to Yisit the po:t and come within the line ; * ~, ~, but told 
them they might go out and camp on 'and Creek and remain there if they cho e 
to do o' '. .<l. · before . tated, the Cheyen11e: had already establi. heel their camp on 

and Creek and on XoYember 6 there wa. not a Che...-enne at Fort Lyon. In 
fact they were neYer prisoner . a ha been claimed. a·nd they w·ere at· no time 
di armed. They had no promise of immunity, and General Curtis, the department 
commander, in all of bi communication. to Colonel Chivington empha i e the 
fact of the ho tility of the Cheyennes and directed that no peace was to be made 
with them without bis con ent. Thi. con. ent. by the way. wa not giYen at any 
time before the battle of 'and Creek. In fact the last telegram receiwd by 
Colonel ChiYington from General Curti. before tarting out on the and 'reek 
expedition wa as follow. ; ' 'Pursue eYerywhere and punish the Cheyenne and 
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.Arapahoe ; pay no attention to di trict lines. Xo pre. ents mu t be made and no 
peace concluded without my con ent '. 

This then wa the conclition of affair in the territory "-hen the authority to 
rai e a regiment of one hundred day men wa receiYed. 

Immediately upon receipt of the authority for the rai ing of a regiment of 
caYafry for sen·ice again. t the Indian , Governor EYan publi. bed a proc:lamation 
in the Colorado new paper calling for volunteer:. The e 'wre immediately forth
coming, and. to quote the Ilon. l<'rank H all. ''no better or more intelligent ma
terial wa ever collected for the field than compo eel the rank and file of thi. regi
ment. They had enlisted for the ingle purpo of putting an end to a war which 
wa blighting all the indu tries of the country, feeling that they could well afford 
to devote three month to the work if in the end the di turbance ould be 
uppres eel". The regiment wa: de ignated a the "Third Regiment of Colorado 

Cavalry Yolunteer · '', and it field officer were George L. houp. Colon el; Leavitt 
L. Bowen. Lieutenant olonel; William F. \'\ ilder, 8amuel )1. Logan and Hal 

ayre. )lajor . The companie of the regiment were rai eel in De1wer. Central 
Cit~-, Boulder. Colorado City and adjacent mining town., and were commanded 
a follow ' : Company A, Captain Theodore G. ree; Company B. 1aptain Ilarper 
U. Orahood: ompany C. Captain William H. )forgan; Company D, Captain 
Davi l H. Xichol ; 'ompany E. Captain Ja~- J . . Johnson; Company F, Captain 
Edward Cha e · Compan~- G, aptain OliYer H. P. Baxter; Company II , Captain 
Thoma · E. )lcDonald; 'ompany I, Captain John )le annon; Company K, Cap
tain Adam hock; Company L. Captain Phillip J. Freeman; Company l\'.l, 
Captain Pre ley Talbot. Mu tering in to the United tates ervice was accom
pli heel at Denver, olorado, between August 20th and eptember 21st. 1 6±, and 
after some delay, the regiment was armed and equipped and then moved to a 
ren lezyous point on the Bijou. Here it wa joined by Colonel Chivington, 1 t 

olorado Ca>alry, then in command of the Di. trict of Colorado. and under his 
order commenced the march for Fort L:rnn. The sub equent operation. of the 
regiment are clearly Ret forth in Colonel ChiYington '. report to )fajor General 
S. R. Curti . commanding the Department of Kansa. (of " ·hich the District of 

olorado was a part ) , hence we . hall let Colonel 'hivington tell the tor~- in hi 
own word : 

General: 

Ileadquarter. Di trict of Colorado 
Denwr, Colorado Tcr. Detember 16, 1 64. 

I have the honor to tran mit the following report of the Indian expedition 
under my command, of which brief notice wa. giYen you by my telegram of 
Nm·ember 29. 1 64: 

Ila Ying a. certain eel that the hostile T ndian. had proteeded . outh from the 
Platte and " -ere almost within triking distance of Fort Lyon. I ordered Col. 
George L. 'houp. Third Regiment Colorado Volunteer aYalry. 100-clays' . en-ice, 
to pro ·eed with the mounted men of hi regiment in that direction. On XoYember 
20 I left Dem·er and at Booneville. Colo. Tcr., on the 24th of Xovember. joined 
and took command in per on of the expedition. which had been increa eel by a 
battalion Fir t Cavalry of Colorado, con ·i ti11g of detachments of Companie 
C, E. and II. I proc:eedecl "-ith the utmo t caution do'm the .Arkansas River. and 
on the morning of the 2 -. th ultimo arrind at Fort Lyon, to the . urpri. e of the 
garri o_n of that po t. On the . ame enning I re urned my march. being joined 
by ~faJ .• 'cott J. Anthony, Fir:t Carnlry of Colorado, with 125 men of said regi-
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ment, con i ting of detachment of ompanie D, G, and K , with two howitzer . 
The command then proceeded in a northea terly direction, traveling a11 night, 
and at daylight of 29th I ovember triking and Creek, about forty mile from 
Fort Lyon. Here -was di covered an Indian Village of 130 lodges. compri ed of 
Black Kettle's band of Cheyenne and eight lodge of Arapahoe with Left Hand. 
ly line of battle wa formed -with Lieutenant Wil on' battalion. Fir t Regi

ment, numberin.,. about 125 men, on the right; Colonel houp 's Third Regiment 
with about four hundred and fifty men, in the center, and :Jfajor Anthony's 
battalion, numbering 12 men, Fir t Regiment. on the left. The attack ,.rn 
immediately made upon the Indian camp by Lieutenant Wil on, w·ho cla ·heel for
ward, cutting the enemy off from their herd, and driving them out of their camp, 
which -was ub equently de troyed. The Indian , numbering from 900 to 1,000 
though taken by urprise, speedily rallied above the village. tubbornly conte ting 
e--1·ery inch of ground. The commands of Colonel Shoup and 1\Iajor Anthony 
pre ed rapidly forward and attacked the enemy sharply, and the engagement 
became general. We were con tantly driving the Indians, -who fell back from one 
position to another for five miles, and finally abandoned re istance and di per eel 
in all directions. and 
were pur uecl by my 
troops until light-fall. 
It may perhap be un
nece . . ary for me to 
state that I captured no 
pri oner . Between 500 
and 600 Indian were 
left dead upon the 
crround; about 550 
ponie mule , and 
hor es were captured, 
and all their lodge 
were de troyed, the 
content of y1•hich have 
en·ed to :upply the 

command with an 
abundance of trophie , 
comprising the para

(Remington Sketch) 
CAVALRY CHARGE ON INDIAN CAMP 

phernalia of Indian warfare and life. -:\Iy lo .. wa killed on the field and 
40 wounded, of which t-wo have since died. Of the conduct of the Third Regi
ment, 100-clay ervice, I have to ay that they well sustained the reputation of 
our Colorado troop for bravery and effe tivene . , were well commanded by their 
gallant young colonel, George L. 'houp, ably a· i tecl by Lieut. ol. L . L. Bowen, 
~faj . Hal ayre, and Capt . 'l'heoclore G. ree. commanding Fir t. , 'econcl and 
Third Battalion of that regiment. Of the conduct of the two battalion of the 
Fir t Regiment, I have but to remark that they . u tained their reputation a. ec
ond to none, and were ably handled by their commander , )fajor Anthony. Lieu
tenant Wilson and Lieut. Clark Dunn, upon whom the command devoh·ed after 
the di abling of Lieutenant Wil. on from wound. received. Night coming on the 
pur uit of the flying Indian wa of nece · ity abandoned and my ommand 
encamped within sight of the field. 

On the 1st in tant having ent the wounded and dead to Fort Lyon, the fir t 
to be cared for. the la t to be buried upon our own oil. I re. urned the pur uit in 
the direction amp Wynkoop, on the Arkan a. River marching all night of 3rd 
and 4th in tant. in hope. of overtaking a large encampment of Arapahoes and 
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heyenne under Little Robe (Little Raven), but the enemy had been appri ed 
of my advance, and on the morning of the 5th instant. at 3 o'clock precipitately 
broke camp and fled. llfy tock was exhausted. For 100 miles the . now had been 
two feet deep. and for the previou fifteen day (excepting on November 29 and 
30 ) the marche had been forced and ince ant. nder the e circum tance and 
the fact of the time of the Third Regiment being nearly out, I determined for 
the pre ent to relinqui h the pursuit. Of the effect of the punishment su tained 
by the Indians you will be the judge. Their chief . Black Kettle and White 
Antelope, One Eye, and Knock Knee were among the killed, and their band 
almo t annihilated. I wa hown the calp of a white man found in one of the 
lodges, which could not have been taken more than two or three day previou . 
For full particulars and report of the several commander , I re pectfully refer 
you to the following copie herewith inclo eel: Col. George L. Shoup, Third Regi
ment, December 6, 1 64; Col. George L. Shoup, Third Regiment, December 7, 
1 64; Lieut. Col. L. L. Bowen, Third Regiment, November 30, 1 6-±; Maj. Hal 
Sayre, Third Regiment, December 6, 1 64; Capt. Theodore G. Cree, Third Regi
ment, December 6, 1 6-±; faj. cott J. Anthony Fir. t Regiment, December 1, 
1 64; Lieut. Clark Dunn, Fir t Regiment. November 30, 1 6-±; Lieut. J. J. 
Kennedy Fir t Regiment. Xovember 30, 1 6-±.2 

If all companie of the Fir t avalry of Colorado, and the Eleventh Ohio 
Volunteer CaYalry tationed at post and camp near here, were ordered to report 
to me I could organize a campaign which, in my judgment, would effectually rid 
the country between the Platte and Arkan a River of the e reel rebel . I would 
respectfully reque t to be informed, if another campaign hould be authorized 
from here, whether I could employ 100 or 200 friendly te (Indian ) , furni hing 
them subsi tence arm , and ammunition for the campaign. 

I cannot conclude thi report without saying that the conduct of Capt. ilas 
. Soule, Company D, Fir t Cavalry of Colorado, was at lea t ill-advi ed, be 

saying that he thanked God that he bad killed no Indians, and like expre ion, 
proving him more in sympathy with these Indian than with the white . The 
eYidence is most conclu ive that the e Indian are the wor t that have infe ted 
the route on the Platte and Arkan a River during the la t pring and Summer. 
Amongst the tock captured '\\ere the horse and mule taken by them from Lieu
tenant Cha e. Fir t Cavafry of Colorado, last eptember; everal calps of white 
men and women were found in their lodge ; al. o rnriou article of clothing 
belonging to white per ons. On every hand the evidence "a clear that no lick 
was truck amis . 

I am, with much re pect, your obedient senant, 

J. M. ChiYington, 
Colonel Fir t Cav. of Colorado 
Comdg. Di t. of olorado. 

Ha,ing abandoned pur uit of the Indian , a noted in the report above, 
Chivington ordered the Third Colorado Carnfr:r to return to Den,er for mu ter 
out. The march back wa uneventful, and the regiment was mu tered out De
cember 2 to 31, 1 64. llfuch bitter and acrimoniou debate, and volume of 
invective have been poured forth from both side in the controvei·sy that followed 
the fight at Sand Creek, and it is no easy matter even at this late date. to . teer 
clear of the bitter prejudices that made it almo t impos ible to get an unbia ed 
account of the whole affair. It i not my province nor intention to enter into any 

2 These reports ar omitted from this history, but may be found with the muster-out 
rolls of the First Colorado Ca\·alry on file in the Adjutant General's Office, Denver, Colorado. 
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di cu sion of the merit. of either side of the controYer y, and I ha,·e merely 
endeavored to ketch the cour. e of eYent a. pre ented in official documents and 
the writings of uch hi torians a Hall, Dunne. Ilowbert. Smiley and Stone.3 

To complete the e chapter. on the Colorado Volunteer of the CiYil War 
period mention mu t be made of hrn eparate companie of Denver Home Guard , 
de ignated a No. 1 and No. 2. and commanded re:pectively by Captain Jo eph 
Ziegelmuller m1d Jame. W. Idding . 'l'he e companies were mustered in to the 

nited tate ervice at Denver, Colorado Territory, in August and September, 
1 61. . erved their entire ix month of enice at Dern·er and Camp \ Veld. and 
were mu terecl out on :\larch 2-!th and ..ipril 1st. 1 62. 

In concludin<>' thi brief re,ie"- of the ''ork of the Colorado \~ olunteer. of 
thi period I hall quote the following from . "The Union Army". Yol. IY, 
(Federal Pu hlishing Co., Chicago) : "The volunteers of Colorado were a potent 
element in holding in check the disloyal element within the territory, who were 
neYer able to perfect any effectiYe military organization in aid of the Confederacy. 
To the heroic achieYement of Colorado men i largely due the credit for defeating 
the bold and comprehen ive cheme of the Confederacy to acquire po e. sion and 
control of all the va t . outhwe. tern region of our country, including a pa.-.-age 
to and a foothold on the Pacific coa t. In the . hort, . harp and cleci. iYe campaign 
of 1 62. which drove the Confederate. from Ne\Y :\Iexico aero. the Rio Grande, 
defeated and demoralized. the " ·awring allegiance of the inhabitant of thi <>'reat 
region " ·a finally determined. and the dream of the 'outh to add to their slaYery 
empire \Ya forever di. ipated. The enice. of 'olorado troop: in holding the 
Indian tribes in check were al o of va t moment. a were their brilliant perform
ances in Indian Territory. :\1i ouri, and Kan as.'' 

3 Quoting from Smiley's " History of Den,·er": "Put ting aside all question of its 
justification or of its military n ecessity, all discussion of the right or wrong of meeting the red 
man with his o wn shocking sa,·agery. the Sand C r eek affair was an impre sive I sson to the 
Indians. and undouht div r eli eved Denver of the appalling danger which had immediately 
menaced it from every ~ide. True it infuriated th m to the highest pitch and made th m wild 
for r evenge. but it caused them to fear and avoid attacking the community from which had gone 
forth the men who h a d visited upon them a retribution o awful. :Xe, ·er before in their ex
perience had the white men made upon them such warfare as that:· 
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THE SAND CREEi< BA'l'TLE:FLE:LD AS JT APPEARS 'l'ODAY 

Locati on Shown in C'uts is About F'ive Mi les South of Chivington, Co lorado, on State H ighway No. 96 
1. Looking Northeast from Bluffs on West Bank of Creek. 2, Looking Southeast from Bluffs on West Bank. 

3 ancl 4. Looking West '.l'owarcls Bluffs from East Bank. 

(NOTE: 'l'he Sanely Channe l of the Creek is Clearl y Shown in Cuts 1 and 2.) 
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